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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C 121: 

I. Claims 1-12, drawn to method of making filter elements, classified in class 425, 
subclass 113. 

II. Claims 13- 19, drawn to apparatus for continuous extrusion of filter element, 
classified in class 425, subclass 376.1. 

III. Claim 20, drawn to filter element, classified in class 210, subclass 510.1. 
The inventions are distinct, eachfrom the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions m 
distinct if it can be shown that eithen (1) the ptocess as claimed can be practiced by another 
materiallvdifferent appararus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and matenaH, d.fferen, process. (MPEP J 806.05(e)). ,„ th,s case *e apparatus as da,med 
canbeusedtopracticeanomerandn^^^ 

distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process a, clatmed can be used 
tonukeotherandmaterianvdifferentproduaorf^ that the product as claimed can be made by 
another and materially different process (MPEP j 806.05(f)). ,„ ft, instam case ^ ^ ^ ^ 
claimed can be used to make other and materially different pnoduct, such as ceramic pipes, and the 
product could be made byinjection molding. 

Inventions II and III are related as apparatus and product mad. The inventions in this 
rekdonshipareditinaifeimerorbomofthefoaowmgcanbesho™ 
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claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the apparatus can be used for 
making a different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially 
different apparatus (MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this case that the apparatus as claimed is an extruder, 
which not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the apparatus can be used for making a 
different products such as ceramic and plastic pipes. The product can also be made byinjection 
molding. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

A telephone call was made to Ronald Cornell, attorney of recond, on 6/20/03 to request an 
oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 
Attorney requested for a written restriction. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currendy 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim n^naining b me appHcation . ^ 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee 
required under 37 CFR 1.17(j). 

Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krishnan S Menon whose telephone number is 703-305-5999. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the exa 



r by telephone are unsuccessful, th< 



ie examiner's supervisor, 



Wanda L Walker can be .ached on 703-308-0457. Tie faxphone numbers forthe organization 
where this application orp.oceed.ng is assigned are 703-872-93,0 for regular conations and 
703-872-9311 for After Final communications. 

Annuity ofageneral nature or relating to the sta M of this application orproceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 



Krishnan Menon 
Patent Examiner 
June 20, 2003 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



